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condemned to sentences which, though not unjust,
were, I may now readily admit, unduly severe,
was vigorously exploited by thdf opponents of the
existing regime, and gave a wholly false impres-
sion of the general spirit in which the administra-
tion of Egypt was being conducted. Further,
the hopes and enthusiasm of British Liberals had
been evoked by recent events in Turkey and
Persia. During a very fleeting moment it ap-
peared that the East had really awoke from its
slumbers, that Eastern habits of thought had
undergone a radical change, and that both of
these countries had entered the path which led to
genuine constitutional government. Was Liberal
England, it was not unnaturally asked, to lag
behind and to refuse to the Egyptians those
privileges which the populations of other
Moslem countries had secured on their own
initiative ?

I realised that, with the solution of the financial
difficulties which had weighed so heavily on the
early years of the Occupation, and the removal
of serious international friction subsequent to the
conclusion of the Anglo-French Agreement of
1904, Egyptian affairs had entered into a new
phase. I foresaw that some changes would have
to be made after my departure from the country,
and it was mainly on this account that, speaking
of my English critics in a farewell speech which I